To:  Li,  Corine[Li. Corine@epa.gov] 

From:  Rao,  Kate 

Sent:  Tue  8/1 1/2015  10:36:22  PM 

Subject:  RE:  FW  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Incident  - refer  callers  to  http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine 


Can  you  call  George  Kostyrko,  Director  of  Public  Affairs  - CA  SWRCB  and  Mic  Stewart 
(Water  Quality  Manager  at  Metropolitan  Water  District)?  They  want  to  get  information  on 
potential  dw  impacts  in  CA?  I am  locating  their  numbers  now.  The  website  is  very  limited  on 
key  information  that  these  folks  really  need. 


Kate 


Kate  Rao 

Drinking  Water  Protection  Section  (WTR  3-2) 
USEPA  Region  9 

75  Hawthorne  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
tel:  (415)  972-3533  / fax:  (415)  947-3549 


From:  Li,  Corine 

Sent:  Tuesday,  August  11,  2015  3:33  PM 
To:  R9-WTR31;  R9-WTR32 
Cc:  Rao,  Kate 

Subject:  FW:  FW  Gold  King  Mine  Release  Incident  - refer  callers  to 
http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine 


Please  refer  calls  to  the  following  website: 
http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine  or  to  me  as  appropriate. 


Emergency  Response  to  August  2015 
Release  from  Gold  King  Mine 

On  August  5,  2015,  EPA  was  conducting  an  investigation  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  near 
Silverton,  Colorado,  to: 
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• assess  the  on-going  water  releases  from  the  mine, 

•□□□□□□□□  treat  mine  water,  and 

• assess  the  feasibility  of  further  mine  remediation. 

While  excavating  loose  material  that  had  collapsed  into  the  cave  entry,  pressurized 
water  began  leaking  above  the  mine  tunnel,  spilling  about  three  million  gallons  of  water 
stored  behind  the  collapsed  material  into  Cement  Creek,  a tributary  of  the  Animas  River. 

EPA  is  working  closely  with  first  responders  and  local  and  state  officials  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  citizens  to  water  contaminated  by  the  spill.  The  agency  has  activated  its 
Emergency  Operations  Center  to  ensure  coordination  among  its  regions,  laboratories 
and  national  program  offices  in  Washington  DC.  EPA  is  closely  coordinating  with  the 
officials  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Southern  Ute  tribe  and  Navajo  Nation.  EPA  is 
taking  the  lead  on  efforts  to  contain  the  leak  and  flow  from  the  mine  is  now 
controlled.  EPA  has  also  deployed  federal  On-Scene  Coordinators  and  other 
technicians  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Navajo  Nation  to  assist  with  preparations  and 
first  response  activities  in  these  jurisdictions.  EPA  is  sharing  information  as  quickly  as 
possible  with  the  community  as  experts  work  to  analyze  any  effects  the  spill  may  have 
on  drinking  water  and  public  health. 


Response  Efforts 

•□□□□□□□□  Who's  responding  and  what's  being  done 

•□□□□□□□□  Latest  updates 
•□□□□□□□□  Press  releases 

Background 

•□□□□□□□□  Learn  how  the  spill  happened 

File  a Claim  for  Damages 

Learn  about  the  claims  process  and  complete  the  claims  form 

Related  Information 

Information  about  ongoing  Superfund  efforts  in  the  Upper  Animas  Mining  District 
8/11/2015  - EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy's  remarks  about  Gold  King  Mine 
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Contact  Us  to  ask  a question,  provide  feedback,  or  report  a problem. 
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